The Arts and Education Committee met after the regular meeting to get going on the Irish Idol Competition.  We changed the name from the Irish-American Idol Contest to avoid conflicts with American Idol.

Jack McGuire had met earlier in the week with the Board of the Irish Fest about having the finals of our contest on the stage at the Irish Fest.  This was decided as a go.  Shaun had talked with Molly Malone’s about having the preliminary rounds at their venue and that was a go.

The A&E Committee decided the competition would be open to amateur singers 14 and older.  They would be required to sing an Irish song that they could pick from the many available.  (Some suggestions would be posted on the AOH website.)  The prelims would be May 31 and June 7 with the finals june 9.

The fees would be: one singer $10, Duet $15, more than 2 singers $25.

The prizes would be: 1st $200, 2nd $125, 3rd $75.

We were looking into judges and would try to wrap everything up after the next AOH meeting May 10 at Flanagan’s.

The rules for the contest would be:

                                  Keep it under 5 minutes;

                                  Keep it family oriented;

                                  Have fun;

                                  The decision of the judges is final.

To support the Louisville Irish Art Contest we decided to ask for donations as we have in the past, but also to give the donors a chance on a bottle of Irish liquor every month for a year. (12 different bottles, one each month.)

There would be only one drawing held at the Gallery opening June 8 at All Things Celtic.

We also need to finalize this contest after the next meeting.

Thanks to Kevin Powers, Shaun McKiernan, Ken McKiernan, John Chamberlain, Scott Fitzgerald, Jack McGuire

