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The Ancient Order of Hibernians

Fr. Abram J. Ryan Division
Shaun P. McKiernan, President

459 University Avenue

Louisville, Kentucky 40206

Shaun_McKiernan@hotmail.com
Congratulations!

You have gained entry into the finest Irish-Catholic fraternity in the world, the Ancient Order of Hibernians.  You are now part of an elite brotherhood pledged to uphold the Faith and traditions of our Irish ancestors: Welcome!

Enclosed are some materials to help you gain some background on the Order and the local Division.  I can’t stress to you enough the importance of attending the monthly membership meetings and our numerous events throughout the year.  Please consider joining one of our committees or pledging to work one of our major events.

The enclosed pages and “the website” (www.LouisvilleIrish.com) are great resources, but please don’t hesitate to contact me or any of your brother Hibernians should you have any questions or concerns or if we can be of any assistance.  We’re here for you!

Yours in our 300-year-old motto: 

Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity,





Shaun P. McKiernan





President, AJ Ryan Division

Committees

In an effort to get more people involved, the following committees have been initiated. Each committee has a leadership team that will recruit members and make recommendations to the board…

Membership will focus on procedures for accepting new members, initiating them, recruiting & retaining them, and keeping track of them.  They will also have to bail us out of jail and put out AOH communications, etc.

Fundraising will look at (mostly long-term) strategies to make us some serious money.

Religious will concentrate its efforts on getting enough of us in heaven to have an AOH Division there!

History & Current Events will educate and inform the membership about our common history as Irish-Americans in the Louisville area.

St. Patrick’s Festival (aka Parade and Yearbook and part of the St. Pat’s Party)…
Social/Volunteer will arrange all of the parties, including the ones at the St. Joe’s Picnic, the Feis, the Irish Fest, and the Pitt Barbecue…

Materials will manage all of our stuff… take care of the Fowler Flyer Float and inventory all of our other possessions.

AOH Fashion

WHERE DO I GET MY SASH?

You can buy your sash from Bill Riley, the Financial Secretary (aka Membership Chair) for $55.  The sash is part of “the uniform” which we wear at formal occasions and at the parade: gray slacks, blue blazer, and sash.

WHERE DO I GET AN AOH SHIRT?

Dan Fitzgerald sells the Polos for $16… forest green is the standard Division shirt.  We wear these to events in the summer/informal events, etc

WHAT ARE THE “CIA” HATS ABOUT?

Brian Clarke and Dan Fitzgerald have made up “Certified Irish American” apparel that they’re selling at Irish Festivals throughout the US… they’re pretty sharp.

Also, check out http://www.cafepress.com/197/1633870… other AOH items…
How do I know what’s going on?

Each member receives the National “Hibernian Digest” newspaper… We also have “The Celtic Courier” (it changes names a lot!) division newsletter.

We also send out Hibernian E-Mails and put up all of our event info on the website: louisvilleirish.com.  Josh (yes, he’s Irish) Bourgeois is our webmaster.

We also have an “Irish Yearbook” that comes out each year… it gives a recap of the year’s events/awards and gives our friends a chance to support us and the parade with ads.  It also has a membership telephone directory.

Stats on the Abram J. Ryan Division:

Formed in 1966.  Previous divisions in Louisville disappeared in the 1940’s but had been very strong at one point.

We’ve done the St. Patrick’s Parade since 1974… various routes: downtown Louisville, Old Louisville, J-Town, and now Baxter/Bardstown Road Corridor.

About that same time, we started the St. Patrick Coloring Contest for schoolchildren K-4th grade.  Ken McKiernan is the creator of that contest and the judge.

Highest award: Irish Person of the Year (some years there have been a couple of people, usually husband and wife…) Anyone can nominate someone (winner need not be Irish or Catholic)…

Other awards: Matt Talbot Award (to someone who helps those with addiction problems), Brennan Award (to a member of the AOH)… Knights of St. Patrick… more detail on the website.
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We have about 160 members… the only division in Kentucky currently.  In the 90’s there was an LAOH unit in Louisville (Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians) and a division in Northern Kentucky.








                       There are about a million different versions of our   

                       shield… (the flags are not part of the shield)

The land represents America and the hands represent the link/bridge over the ocean between the Irish (green) and the (welcoming) Americans (blue).  The (Irish) Harp is the symbol of Ireland.

Who are the officers?

Rev. William Brennan, Chaplain

Shaun McKiernan, President

Michael McGuire, Vice-President

Joe Shields,

Treasurer

Bill Riley,

Membership Chair

John Chamberlain, Social Chair

Pat Dunlevy, Rec. Secretary

Tony Lindauer,

Sentinel 


Michael Sheridan, Marshal
Officers meet monthly… all members are invited to attend the officers’ meetings.

Major Events:

MARCH

· Parade Kick-Off (a few days before)

· Pre-parade Breakfast and Mass at St. Louis Bertrand’s

· St. Patrick’s Parade

· Post-Parade “Hooley” (Party)
· Wearin’ o’ the Green Party (green tie very optional event)
MAY Pitt Academy Barbecue

JUNE Irish Art Contest, Louisville Irish Fest (we help a lot), Feis (Irish dance competition: sell t-shirts)

AUGUST St. Joe Orphans’ Picnic (we work a booth)

SEPTEMBER 6 months til St. Pat’s Party

DECEMBER Christmas Party/New Year’s Eve

FEBRUARY St. Brigid Feast Day/Spouse Appreciation Dinner

OTHER GOOD TO KNOW:

· The AOH is a Right to Life Organization

· The AOH supports a peaceful and just solution to troubles in Northern Ireland and the Good Friday Agreement
· AOH must always act lawfully
